Corn Maze Podcast

What started out in a back pasture as entertainment for a handful of children, has turned into an annual event that draws in thousands of people.

Every fall, people of all ages come out to the Lyles Family Farm and navigate their way through the twists and turns of the corn maze. Anna Lyles is the maze manager, and says opening up this maze wasn’t something they ever planned on doing. 

“It was rather an accident. For years my husband would do kind of a random maze in our back pasture for our kids to play in in the fall. We’ve got five kids so they’ve got a lot of friends and cousins, and every fall he would just kind of go out there with the tractor and make this design and the kids would play in it for a couple of weeks and then we’d plow it down. In 1999 this farm, where the maze is now, was a Chile farm, and we got hit with Phytophthora, a Chile disease, and it wiped out most of the crop. Our neighbor said ‘why don’t you make a real corn maze, you know a big one,’ and it also happened to be the 150th anniversary of Las Cruces, so we used the logo they were using to promote their 150th anniversary as our design and we did a 3-acre corn maze. A lot of people came. It was the first maze in the state and it was a positive thing. We accidentally started school tours that year also, and it kind of just snowballed ever since. We started out with a 3-acre maze and 2 porta potties and about 60 foot of extension chord and now we have underground electric, city water. We host 20,000 plus school kids on our school tours every year. We partnership with the University. It’s really just become a huge thing.”

The Mesilla Valley Corn Maze will celebrate their 10th anniversary this year by introducing the New Mexico Pumpkin Festival. Lyles talks about some of the activities that will take place at the festival. 

“I’ve wanted to do an actual festival festival for years and I’ve been putting it off and I finally decided the 10th year would be a good time to initiate a festival. So one weekend in October, the 11th and 12th, we’re going to have the New Mexico Pumpkin Festival. We’re going to do all the normal festival stuff tied in with pumpkins, including, beginning in the 1st of September, you can come and adopt a pumpkin. We have rows of pumpkins planted. When people come in September they’re going to be small, you know, basketball size. But just like a farmer you’re going to take your chance and adopt your pumpkin. This will be benefiting the FFA at Las Cruces High School, and then when we have the festival, we’ll cut them off the vine, we’ll have a weigh-off. Everybody will take them home. We’ll have a pumpkin princess, music. We have pumpkins that are six ounces all the way up to Atlantic Giants which are two-hundred plus, and that’s the variety that we planted for the Adopt a Pumpkin. People can come in when the garden opens and pick their pumpkin, pay their adoption fee, we’ll fill out the paperwork and give them their adoption papers and put their name on the pumpkin to make sure their pumpkin doesn’t get adopted by anyone else. And they can come back anytime we’re open to check on their pumpkin. Measure it, weigh it, whatever they would like to do. We do the farming part, they have to give it the T.L.C”

Eight months of preparation goes into this six week event. Lyles was recently asked by a young man if all the hard work really pays off in the end.  

“He said ‘wait a minute, can I ask you a question’. I said ‘sure’. He said ‘this whole place is only open for six weeks,’ I said ‘yeah’. He said, ‘and you work for eight months to be open for six weeks,’ and I said ‘yeah’. And he said, ‘is it really that big,’ and I said, ‘haven’t you ever been here,’ and he said ‘no, it’s for little kids’. I said ‘alright….’ I said ‘just you come and see this fall and then decide if it’s worth all the work.”

In addition to the corn maze, the Lyles Family Farm has their You Pick Garden where people can come out and pick fresh produce to take home with them. They also host school field trips and parties. 

The corn maze will be open on the weekends from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. starting September 27th and lasting through October 26th.  The maze is located at 3855 West Picacho. Admission is $8 for adults and $6 for children. For more information call 575-526-1919, or log onto mesillavalleymaze.com.

