Las Cruces Farmers and Crafts Market
Welcome to the latest edition of the Las Cruces Convention and Visitors Bureau podcast series.

Dealing with traffic, standing in long lines, and having to make several stops to get everything you need is a thing of the past. Twice a week in downtown Las Cruces, you’ll find a place that makes shopping a fun, and even a relaxing experience.
“It’s like a giant fiesta. There’s music playing, there’s mariachis strolling around, there’s kids playing, there’s vendors who are singing, sometimes couples start dancing in the street in the middle next to the guitar player. We have a lot of different crafts vendors and produce vendors as people stroll through out the downtown looking  and finding little unique items that they can’t find any place else. So it’s someplace where you can have an experience and meet people, and have a conversation, and sit down, and listen to music.”
If this sounds like the atmosphere you’d like to shop in, then you need to visit the Las Cruces Farmers and Crafts market. Olivia Hennessey is the market manager and encourages people to come experience this fun atmosphere for themselves. 

What sets this market apart from others is that everything is locally grown, locally made, and that it’s open year-round. The products that you buy are sold to you by the person who made or grew it so they are there to answer any questions you may have. Also, since everything is handmade, you won’t find it anywhere else. 
Hennessey says the market’s size is sometimes underestimated.

“Mostly what people don’t realize about the farmers market is that we have so many vendors. Currently on Saturdays we have about 230 vendors showing up so there’s something for everybody there. If you’re looking for a gift, you’re looking for a toy for a little kid, you’re looking for baked goods, it’s all there so it’s kind of like a one stop shopping really when you need something, but it’s all local so you’re supporting local business and local agriculture.”  
What started with a few farmers selling produce from the back of their trucks over 30 years ago has blossomed into an event that’s open twice a week. The market is held in the downtown mall every Wednesday and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 12:30 in the afternoon. 

For more information, call Hennessey at 575-541-2288.
