Fountain Theatre Podcast
Welcome to the latest edition of the Las Cruces Convention and Visitors Bureau Podcast Series

The Fountain Theatre in Old Mesilla has a history as unique as the films that are shown there. Built in 1905, the theatre stands on the site of a Confederate army barrack that was used during the Civil War. Jeff Berg is the president of the Mesilla Valley Film Society, which is made up of the board, directors and volunteers for the theatre. Berg shares the history of the theatre and the family that opened it.
“The theater is 103 years old. It was built by Col.  Albert Fountain who was an early pioneer among other things here in Las Cruces and the county. And he ran it for the most part himself for many years and then the family got into it and they kept it except for a small period during the 30’s when they sold it to someone else and he defaulted and they got the theater back. But during that time he used it for everything you could possibly think of for entertainment; plays, vaudeville, performances, singing things, dancing things. He did early films in there. He did candlelight films which were an early version where they use candles for the lighting on the projector and that’s why they call it flickers. He did lots of Spanish movies and he would translate for the Anglos that were there. After talkies came in they did silent films and such, and the family sold the theater the beginning of this year and they sold it to a local owner.”
The theatre’s rich history can be felt as soon as you step foot in the door. Berg paints a mental picture of the interior, and tells the story behind the different murals lining the walls.  

“When you go in there is a small lobby and a back window for the concessions area and when you go through the curtains to go to our box office table is when the show really begins because it’s a small venue, it only holds about 100 people and the main walls on the side have murals that were painted by the grandson of Albert Fountain in the 1920’s and those murals are said to depict what he thinks his grandfather Albert saw when he came to the Mesilla Valley in the 1870’s and one has a prospector guy on horseback leading a back horse and a river scene, and the other one’s an Organ Mountain scene with a covered wagon.”
Seeing a movie at the Fountain Theatre is unlike any other movie experience you’ve ever had. In addition to a concession stand filled with home made bakes goods and popcorn made with real butter, the entertainment there starts long before the movie does. 

“The Mesilla Valley Film Society slash the Fountain Theatre is the only place within 225 square miles where you can see the kind of movies that we operate. El Paso has occasional one time screenings of some of the stuff that we have after it’s come out on DVD, but for the most part if you wan to see non-mainstream movies we’re the only place in the area that does that and we think that’s really important. We show you a good movie for seven dollars, plus every movie that we show is introduced by who’s ever on duty from the board that night, and we’ll have announcements and sometimes have trivia contests. We also have music before the movies once and a while and we had a poet recently who did a short reading of some of his work before the movie. We’ve got guests. We have cinema matinee films that we’re going to have filmmakers here for the screenings, so we do a lot more things besides just show movies. And I think that people really need to see that film is a form of art, of course it’s a form of entertainment for a lot of people but it’s also a form of art because there’s a lot of work that goes into movies. It’s a good primer to see a different form of art.” 

The Fountain Theatre is located at 2469 Calle de Guadalupe, one block south of the Plaza. For more information, log onto their website at www.fountaintheatre.org, or give them a call them at (575) 524-8287.
