Veterans Park Podcast 


Almost ten years ago, the community of Las Cruces came together to come up with a way to show their appreciation for the veterans of Dona Ana County. Less than a year later, their strong focus and common determination paid off. With support from several organizations, Veterans Park opened on May 5th, 1999. 
Mark Johnston is the parks administrator for the City of Las Cruces Parks Department and says people are amazed with the park and the dedication in our small community. 
“We have visitors from across the country that come to take a look at Veterans Park. The other thing that I think is really important is that we’ve had other smaller groups that have brought memorials, dedications to the park. On the memorial walk we also have the Marine Monument, the Special Forces Monument, the China Burma India War Monument, and so on and so forth.”

This park is home to newly erected Dona Ana County Veteran’s Wall, which features the names of local residents who served bravely in the armed forces. It’s dedicated to the Heroes of Bataan and is the only federally funded monument honoring the victims of the Bataan Death March. 
The Veteran’s Wall isn’t the only memorial at the park. There is also a memorial walk containing several of the memorials from different wars and different armed forces. Johnston describes the third memorial, and its significance. 
“The Death March Memorial is a larger than life bronze statue of three servicemen, Along with that are the footprints, the actual footprints in the concrete of several of the survivor of that Death March. It has an ominous feel to it and yet it’s very grand. The artist was Kelly Hester and she really grabbed the feeling of the Death March in the faces of those that are up there.”  

The ambiance of Veterans Park has a way of evoking an emotion to those who visit it. 
“I think the park has a feel that when you enter the park, you really feel the soldiers that are honored there. The flags that are up there, we fly the American flag, the State flag, and the POW flag 365. And then at times during the special events we have a Garrison flag that is raised. It just gives you a feeling that we are in a wonderful country.” 
Veterans Park is located at 2651 Roadrunner Parkway, up in the Sonoma Ranch area. For more information, call Johnston at 575-541-2550. 
