Picture this: a warm, intimate setting where fresh flowers adorn every table, twinkle lights hang overhead, and conversations intermix. This atmosphere can only be found at Vintage Wines. 

Located in historic Old Mesilla, Vintage Wines serve a variety of New Mexican wines, various tapas (or appetizers) and even have a small humidor filled with several different types of cigars. 

Brian O’Dell and Nicki Wolf opened the winery in February of 2008, and bring in wine from all over the state, with the majority of it from northern New Mexico. Wolf said when opening Vintage Wines, their first order of business was to play down the pretentions of wine drinking. 

“It’s just kind of a warm, friendly atmosphere. I think part of it being small enough is it’s intimate. A lot of conversations overlap and I like to see that. When somebody comes to sit down next to another table, a lot of times they’ll start talking, you know, exchange phone numbers, even taste each others wine. I like that a lot, I think that’s also very unique about us.”
The passion that O’Dell and Wolf have for wine is almost contagious when you’re around them. They’re more than happy to extend their knowledge of wine because they believe it is so much more than just a beverage. 
“Wine has a, almost like a life of its own, almost like a spiritual thing. Especially when you get into the growing of the grapes and the producing of the wine. Your own wine is almost like children to you. It’s a really unique bonding experience. I think you really get attached to the different wines that you like. It’s almost to me, like a bonding, a friendship, it’s great with meals. I see people that came in because they were having a rough day or you know. I remember a family that came in. They had just come in from their dad and husbands funeral and they were very very somber and they spent pretty much the afternoon here and by the time they left they were laughing and smiling and telling stories and giggling. And I think wine, in wine there is truth and I think that’s very very unique about it. You sit down and you start having a glass of wine or a bottle of wine with somebody else or with a group of people and it’s kind of like a little bonding experience. It’s different from other alcoholic beverages.”

When deciding to open Vintage Wines, their driving force was the idea of bringing great wine to the area so people wouldn’t have to travel all over the state to find it. Wolf believes their wine selection helps separate Vintage Wines from other wineries. 
“We wanted to serve a lot of wines, not just our own. “I think this place is unique because we have a lot of variety. Not just one wine maker, we have many different wine makers. We limit it to only New Mexico Wines. We’ve kind of found a nice niche for that and I think it’s really great that we’ve found so many good wines that we make locally and I think a lot of tourists that come here to Mesilla have really been surprised at how good some of our wines are. And so I think we’re unique in that we have a lot of variety and you can come here and you can taste a lot of different parts of New Mexico.”
If you’ve had a long day at work and want to wind down over a glass of wine in a relaxing atmosphere, you need to stop by Vintage Wines. However, if your work isn’t done and you need a change of scenery, they are equipped with Wi-Fi so you can finish your work up there. 
Vintage Wines is located at 2461 Calle de Principal in historic Old Mesilla. They are open 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, and closed Monday and Tuesday. For more information, call them at (575) 523- WINE, that’s (575) 523-9463.  
