
The story of Shalam Colony is one of Las Cruces’ best kept secrets. The colony was founded in 1884 by Dr. Jon Ballou Newbrough, a prominent NYC dentist, humanitarian, author and investigator of the paranormal. He opened the colony so he and his Faithist followers would have a place to care for the orphans of the world and gradually eliminate crime and poverty. 


During the time that this colony was in operation, some very unusual and even paranormal events occurred that remain fascinating and unexplainable to this day. Perhaps the most interesting story is that of how the book Oahspe (oh-AH-spee) was created. 


Oahspe (oh-AH-spee) was called the New Bible and was written on one of the first typewriters by Newbrough. He claims the book and its drawings were the result of automatic writing led by angelic control. 

In addition, the book introduced several ideas that were way ahead of their time, and later proven true. Among these was details of a sunken continent in the Pacific Ocean whose remnants included Japan, calling the hottest part of the sun the photosphere, describing the sun’s field of force that reached beyond Neptune and pushed the tails of comets away from it, and the idea of cosmogony (cos-MOG-o-ny) with details of the field of force of the sun and planets.  


Also ahead of its time was the development of the resevior and irrigation system that was created in Shalam Colony with help from local villagers in Dona Ana County. New Mexico State University later studied these systems, which had a great effect on the early days of college in the agricultural and engineering department. 

JC Ortega works at the Shalam Colony Museum in Mesilla and expands on the agricultural advancements of Shalam Colony.

“One of the most important reminders the Shalam Colony’s history can offer is that before dams were built in New Mexico, the Rio Grande River was a very destructive force , with alternatin periods of flood and draught. This greatly shaped not only the landscape of the Mesilla Valley, but the agriculture and the economy as well.”

The colony shut down in 1907 and today, only one of the 35 buildings in the colony still stands. This building happens to be where Newbrough created beautiful paintings either in the dark or blindfolded, while led by angels.

A Shalam Colony exhibit will be opening in August at the Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum, and they will later feature a Shalam documentary in September. For more information on this intriguiging, yet little-known colony, stop by the Shalam Colony Museum at 1910 Calle de Parian, or call 575-524-9830.   
